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Scuba Divers Federation of Victoria Inc.

RULES OF THE INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION

1.0
NAME

The name of the incorporated association is "SCUBA DIVERS FEDERATION OF VICTORIA INCORPORATED", hereinafter referred to as SDFV Inc.

2.0
DEFINITIONS

2.1
In these Rules, unless the contrary intention appears:


"Committee" means the management cell of the SDFV Inc.


"Financial year" means the year ending on 30th  June.


"General Meeting" means a general meeting of members convened in accordance with Rule 8.


"Member" means a member club of the SDFV Inc.


"The Act" means the "Associations incorporation Act 1981.


"The Regulations" means the regulations under the Act.

2.2
In these Rules, a reference to the secretary of an Association is a reference -

a)
where a person holds office under these Rules as Vice President (Communications) of the Association - to that person; and

b)
in any other case, to the public officer of the Association.

2.3
Words or expressions contained in these Rules shall be interpreted in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Interpretation Act 1958 and the Act as in force from time to time.

3.0
STATEMENT OF PURPOSES

3.1
To protect and promote the interests of Scuba Divers in the State of Victoria.

3.2
To act as a state body for Scuba Diving clubs and provide a forum for discussion and decision on matters relating to the use of Scuba.

3.3
To promote safety in Scuba Diving.

3.4
To take an active part in the preservation and conservation of marine plant and animal species and to assist in the restoration of a marine environment compatible with the same aims as member clubs.

3.5
To provide an effective lobby group to represent the political voice of amateur divers, and uphold and protect their interests.

STATEMENT OF RULES

4.0
MEMBERSHIP

4.1
Membership is open to properly constituted diving clubs.  Clubs engaged in competition spear-fishing shall not be candidates for membership.

4.2
All applications for membership shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by the constitution of the proposed member.

4.3
The constitution of any member shall not contravene the objects of the SDFV Inc.

4.4
Membership may be accepted by the Management Cell and their decision shall be ratified by 75% majority vote of any meeting where a quorum is present.

4.5
Upon a nomination being approved according to 4.4. the Vice President (Communications) will notify the nominee, in writing that their application for membership has been approved and requesting the payment of the first year's subscription, as prescribed in these rules.

4.6
Associate Membership is available to individual Scuba Divers under the following conditions:

-
may attend at annual meeting only.

-
no voting rights.

-
receive all information.

-
annual fee as determined by the Committee.

4.7
Associate membership may be extended or terminated at the discretion of the SDFV Inc.

4.8
Where the actions of a member are deemed by the Management Cell to conflict with these rules, the Cell may bring about disciplinary action.  Each case will be dealt with on an individual basis and the outcome will be subject to ratification by 75% of Members at a properly convened General Meeting.

5.0
SUBSCRIPTIONS

5.1
The subscription shall be determined each calendar year provided that subscriptions paid in November or December by new members shall cover the period ending December 31st of the following year.

5.2
Subscriptions shall be paid by the first meeting of each year.

5.3
Unfinancial members are to be notified in writing and asked to show cause why they should not be removed from the mailing list.

5.4
There is no entrance nor joining fee to be paid.

6.0

REGISTER OF MEMBERS

6.1
The Vice President (Communications) shall keep and maintain a register of members in which shall be entered the club name, address and date of entry of each member and the register will be available for inspection by members upon request from the Vice President (Communications).

7.0
DELEGATES

7.1
Each member is entitled to two (2) Delegates duly elected within the constitution of the Member, who must comply with the following conditions:

7.1.1
Each member is entitled to one (1) vote on any issue.

7.1.2
Any change of Delegates is to be notified in writing to the SDFV Inc. by the executive of that Member.

7.2
A Delegate's credentials may be cancelled by a 75% majority of financial members.

7.3
Where a duly nominated Delegate is unable to attend, each Member shall have the right to send a deputy who shall in tum present a letter of introduction and have full voting rights on the Members behalf at a meeting.

8.0
MEETINGS

8.1
General Meetings shall be held bimonthly commencing February.  Members are to be notified in writing of the proposed meeting place, meeting time and proposed agenda, at least four (4) weeks in advance of such meeting.  Emergency meetings may be called as deemed necessary.  All questions, unless specifically referred to elsewhere in this constitution shall be decided by a majority of votes.  Members are allowed to vote by proxy.

8.2
Any member wishing to have business included in the next meeting or to serve notice of motion, must provide written details of such to the Vice President (Communications) before distribution of notification calling the next meeting.

8.3
The Annual General Meeting will occur within 5 months of the end of the financial year, preferably at the August meeting. 
8.4
Management Cell meetings shall be held at least monthly and dates of such meetings shall be notified to the Members.

8.5
Members shall approve or disapprove Management Cell actions at meetings.

9.0
MANAGEMENT

9.1
The control of the SDFV Inc. will rest with a Management Cell (hereinafter referred to as the "Cell").

9.2
The Cell shall consist of four (4) persons appointed as joint Vice Presidents who will broadly be responsible for the areas of:

i)

Statutory Responsibilities

ii)

Communications

iii)

Public Relations

iv)

Commercial Matters

9.3
Positions on the Cell are to be filled by appointment.

9.4
Any Member's delegate shall have the right to seek appointment to the Cell provided the member is financial.

9.5.1
Positions on the Cell shall have a complete job specification to be published and made available at all times to members.

9.5.2
Appointment to the Cell will be by selection of the most qualified person for the position being sought.

9.5.3
The appointments to the Cell are to be made by a panel of three (3) Members who are not seeking selection to the Cell, who shall be drawn from the Member's by the incumbent Cell.  Members of such panel shall have their appointments ratified by a majority vote of the Members.

9.6
The Cell will elect its own Chairperson from within the Cell who then shall act as Chair of the SDFV Inc.

9.7
The Cell has the right to seek support from individuals or Member Clubs on any project.

9.8
Should any individual Member (or Member's delegate) of the Cell be unable to continue in their role, the Cell has the right to nominate another person to fill the vacancy subject to ratification at the next general meeting.

9.9
The Cell shall be responsible to the Association and is required to present an annual report.  A financial report must also be presented to each meeting.

9.10
The Cell has the right to make policy decisions and manage and control the affairs of the SDFV lnc. provided that the Members have the right to disapprove of any action at a subsequent meeting.

9.11
Appointment to the Cell will be for a period of one (1) year and members may seek reappointment.

9.12
A delegate may not continue to serve on the cell if the Member who that delegate represents becomes non-financial, resigns or otherwise ceases to be eligible for membership of the SDFV Inc.  The vacancy will be filled in such case as per section 9.8.

10.0
ADMINISTRATOR

10.1
A person may be appointed by the Cell as an administrator.

10.2
The administrator shall have the following duties:

i) Keep a record of proceedings of all meetings including exact wording of all motions which are considered.

ii) Keep a full and accurate record of all financial transactions and present an audited balance sheet annually.

10.3
This position will attract an honorarium of a level to be determined by the Cell.

10.4
The Administrator shall have no voting rights in decisions made by the Cell.

10.5 
The Administrator may seek assistance if necessary.

10.6
In the event of an Administrator not being in office at any time, the duties of the administrator are to be attended to by the appropriate member of the Management Cell.

11.0 
FINANCES

11.1
All monies received shall be deposited in a bank approved by the members.  Cheques drawn on this account are to be signed by either the Administrator (if appointed) and one member of the Cell; or two members of the Cell.

11.2
An auditor shall be appointed by the Cell and this appointment will be ratified by the members at the Annual General Meeting.

11.3
The Funds of the SDFV Inc. shall be derived from annual subscriptions, donations and such other sources as the Cell determines.

12.0
QUORUM


The Quorum at a General Meeting shall be 75% of members.  The Quorum at Management Cell Meetings shall be 75% of the Cell.

13.0
DISSOLUTION


The SDFV Inc. shall be dissolved if a resolution to this effect is carried by a 75% majority at an Annual or extraordinary meeting, four (4) weeks notice in writing being given to all members.  In the event of dissolution, all the assets of the SDFV Inc. shall be donated to a charity or charities decided upon by a majority of members.

14.0
PETITIONS


The Cell shall, within fourteen (14) days of receipt of written petitions signed by 50% of Members, call a General Meeting to be held within thirty (30) days of such receipt.  If the Cell has not, within the stipulated time, called a duly petitioned meeting the petitioners may call it. The chair of such a meeting shall be elected by the Members present.  The petition and notice of Meeting shall set out the business -it is desired to transact.

15.0
AMENDMENTS


The constitution, Statement of Purposes or the Statement of Rules (as appropriate) may be amended by a 75% majority of Members at a General Meeting provided that four (4) weeks notice, in writing has been given to the Members.

16.0
INTERPRETATIONS


Any doubt arising as to the application or meaning of any clause of these rules shall be decided by a vote at a General Meeting.  Such decision shall be final and conclusive until the aforementioned clause is altered in accordance with Clause 15.0.

17.0
SUPPLY OF COPIES OF CONSTITUTION


The Vice President (Communications) or Administrator (if appointed) shall supply a copy of the constitution, the current standing orders and the Rules of the Incorporated Association without charge to all new members upon joining (who will sign for receipt) or upon receipt of any reasonable request.

18.0
COMMON SEAL

18.1
The Common Seal Of the Association shall be kept in the custody of the Vice President (Communications).

18.2
The Common Seal shall not be affixed to any instrument except by the authority of the Management Cell and the affixing of the Common Seal shall be attested by the signature either of two members of the Cell or of one member of the Cell and of the Public Officer of the Association.

19.0
CUSTODY OF DOCUMENTS


The custody of books, documents and securities will be with the Vice President to whom the material is appropriate and will be available for inspection by members.
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